Take a Bleg
Holidaying with Ho!

£ 8

Starting the Season
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Presentation of medals and prizes

We knew the day would get increasingly
hotter and the horses spirits would need to be
managed in order to finish in goad condition.
Not being our own horses, we treated them
with great respect and were measured in our
speed. It paid off well as 3 of us managed to
ride the whole race together vetting in under

2 minutes each time and crossing the final
finish line together. Bryony's horse took slightly
longer to vet, and consequently got left behind
but managed to ride with other competitors,
finishing with a horse in the best condition.

It was sobering to pass several casualties of
the race as the day wore on, mostly those that
had gone foo fast at the beginning and the
riders were having to lead their horses home.
We took every opportunity to water and wash
our horses down, which took vital minutes

but paid off in the end, using whatever vessel
we could find, much to the amusement of
vilagers.

Many of the visiting teams commented on

the toughness of the course, and we were
congratulated on being the only team to get

all 4 horses round and in good condition. Gold
and silver went to the 2 Indian army teams and
we were thrilled to be awarded bronze, the first
International team home.

A French camera crew and photographers
filmed the Championship, as diid other
distinguished reporters and photographers,
including our own photographer Michael
Huggan (www.michaelhuggan.com) so
hopefully there will be a lot of publicity for the
event which will promote the beautiful and
tough Marwari Breed.

After the race we were able to indulge in tasty
local cuisine provided by our hosts, which
made a change from our normal fare!

Although our horses were looked after
superbly by our host's grooms, we opted to
stay with them at the camp after the race

to make sure that they were recovering well
after their exertions. This included more chai
and fantastic head and shoulder massages
by our ever present man masseur and horse
clipper Gardu! Then back to our ‘palace’

Travel

for a quick change before returning to the
Fort at Dundlod for a celebration party. Al
competitors and officials were invited and
we were greeted with amazing sights of a it
up ancient fort with dancing giris, drums, and
speeches (the Indians love speeches!) and
as much food and drink that you could cope
with!

The next day we were back to the venue for
the mounted closing ceremony, we paraded
again with flags with more calmness than
the opening ceremony, and received our
bronze medals and gifts. We were then
treated to more displays of dancing horses
and camels and Indian Horsemen showing
off their skills with swords and daggers
charging down the field at great speed to
remove various objects from the ground. All
quite spectacular.

We then rode our horses horme, till full of
energy and ready to do race again. It was a
fantastic experience, our host Devendra, a
Noble man of great charm and charisma who
looked after us so wonderfully inspiring us
with his horsemanship and devotion to the
Marwari breed.

The Indians hope to compete and be
recognised internationally more in endurance,
but they do have various difficulties to
overcome to realise this ambition, such as
the lack of endurance rides, competitors
other than the Indian army who can both ride
and afford to compete. Itis a vast country
with a huge love for their indigenous breeds,
which they are working hard to keep pure,
and we wish them every success in all their
endeavours for the future.

Many of the visiting teams commented on the
toughness of the course, and we were congratulated
on being the only team to get all 4 horses round and in

good condition.

holidays throughout the world.

Endurance January/February 2010

Redlands Equestrian, Holidays With Horses

We are delighted to report that the real British horse holiday
company ‘Bridle Rides' was bought in August 2009 by Redlands
Equestrian. They are the only Company to provide ‘take your horse
on holiday’ in the UK to such an extensive network as well as riding

Victoria Dewar, Operations Manager says “we've kept the quality
UK product ‘taking your horse on holiday' and added transport,
training, guides and horses to make it even better, Additionally, we
will be offering customers a privilege card rewarding them for loyalty
& giving discounts from various companies, including The British

Open Show Jumping Championships. "

Taking your horse on holiday in the UK can be an ideal way of
clocking up the miles, which alone is excellent for endurance riders
but also it can act as good preparation for a worldwide trip. Their in
depth knowledge and experience enables Redlands Equestrian to
offer bespoke routes which can be tailor- made and adjusted for the
extra mileage. They can advise on terrain & the areas where rides
may be suitable for endurance, as well as offering exciting worldwide
riding expeditions in every continent from Africa to America. Each
destination has been thoroughly checked by the team enabling them
to offer the perfect tallor made holiday with riding to suit.

Director Karen Johnson says" We have ploughed in investment

capital, put together a high calibre team, extended the products
and worked tirelessly to offer customers some of the best riding
holidays on the market”

Check them out on www.redlandsequestrian.co.uk or call
Connie on 01256 773564




